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y b
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r b

u
t circu

la
r, w

ith
Q

u
a
k
ers, C

ollegia
n

ts a
n

d
 S

p
in
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e service of on

e

a
n

oth
er in

 h
u

m
a
n

k
in

d
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 b
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o d
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a
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b
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e p
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s w
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a
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e p
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e p
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 b

y R
u

fu
s J

on
es In

 h
is S

p
iritu

a
l R

eform
ers in

 th
e

S
ixteen

th
 a

n
d

 S
even

teen
th

 C
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p
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 b
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p
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n
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b
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b
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 D
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p
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k
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b
ook

 rela
tin

g th
e tra

n
sla

tion
 of a

 letter from
 M

a
rga

ret F
ell

to th
e J

ew
s, 1

, 2 B
a
llin
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e D
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 p
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 b
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e d
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p
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p
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oza
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d
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gh
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E
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glish
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u
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F
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d
s stren
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u

fu
s

J
on

es’s con
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e C
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w
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n
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u
a
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A
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s
 th
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 c
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s
e
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s
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o
c
ia
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n

d
c
o
m

m
u

n
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a
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n
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m
o
n

g
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e
s
e
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a
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u
s
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u

p
s
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ll in
A

m
sterd
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as n
ot sw

eetn
ess an

d
 ligh

t. A
d
am
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oreel, ch
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of th

e C
ollegian

ts, an
d
 P

eter S
errariu

s, a fellow
 M

illen
arim

n
,

w
ere in

 d
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u
te w
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u
a
k
ers on
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es. In
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d
d
ition

,
th

ere w
a
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lso p
resen

t in
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m
sterd

a
m

 a
 loya

l follow
er of

J
a
m

es N
a
ylor, th
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b
a
rra
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en

t to th
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n
g

Q
u

a
k
er m
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. H
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a
m

e w
a
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n
n

 C
a
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h
e w

a
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d
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p
tive of Q

u
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m
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at C
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rote
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a
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a
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a
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a
n
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a
t w
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t
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a
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u
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g a
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R
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r m
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em
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d
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u
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ers, C
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ts an

d
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p
in
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w

a
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b
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n
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l m
u
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a
l b
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efit. It a

lso seem
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r th
a
t
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C
a
lled

 T
h

e L
igh

t u
p
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 th
e C

a
n

d
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u

cern
a

 su
p
er

C
a

n
d

e
la

b
ru

m
, th
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ct w

a
s w

ritten
 in

 1
6

6
2

. It w
a
s

tra
n

sla
ted

 in
to E

n
glish

 from
 th

e origin
a
l L

a
tin

 b
y B

en
ja

m
in

F
u

rley, a
 Q

u
a
k
er m

erch
a
n

t of C
olch

ester th
en

 livin
g in

R
otterd

a
m

. It w
a
s a

d
op

ted
 a

s a
 Q

u
a
k
er tra

ct a
n

d
 circu

la
ted

a
s su

ch
 in

 E
n

gla
n

d
, w

ith
 a

 title p
a
ge, rep

rod
u

ced
 h

ere, th
a
t

con
n

ected
 it on

ly va
gu

ely w
ith

 its a
u

th
or.

W
illia

m
 A

m
es (? -1

6
6
2
), th

e Q
u

a
k
er ‘’a

u
th

or’’ w
h

ose
n

a
m

e a
p

p
ea

rs o
n

 th
e title p

a
ge o

f T
h

e
 L

ig
h

t u
p

o
n

 th
e

C
a

n
d

lestick
, h

a
d
 b

een
 a

n
 E

n
glish

 sold
ier a

n
d
 a

 B
a
p
tist, a

n
d

h
ad

 join
ed

 F
rien

d
s in

 C
ork

, Irelan
d
 in

 1
6
5
5
. H

e w
as b

an
ish

ed
from

 th
a
t city in

 1
6
5
7
 a

n
d
 sp

en
t m

ost of th
e rest of h

is life
on

 th
e C

on
tin

en
t. H

ere, too, h
e w

a
s im

p
rison

ed
 a

t a
 critica

l
tim

e for ou
r story. F

or, a
fter h

is b
elieved

 m
eetin

g w
ith

S
p
in

oza
 to en

ga
ge h

im
 to tra

n
sla

te a
 letter from

 M
a
rga

ret
F
ell (see E

p
ilogu

e), h
e is su

p
p
osed

 to h
ave in

vited
 th

e J
ew

ish
s
c
h

o
la

r 
to

 
jo

in
 
w

ith
 
h

im
 
a

t 
m

e
e
tin

g
 
fo

r 
w

o
rs

h
ip

.
U

n
fortu

n
a
tely, a

ccord
in

g to P
op

k
in

, A
m

es w
a
s ja

iled
 b

efore
th

e tw
o w

en
t a

n
d
 sta

tes th
a
t h

e (P
op

k
in

) is certa
in

 th
a
t

S
p
in

oza
 a

t n
o tim

e w
en

t to a
 m

eetin
g for w

orsh
ip

. W
ith

 fa
r

less in
form

a
tion

 th
a
n

 th
is recen

t sch
ola

rsh
ip

, S
ew

el in
 h

is
H

istory
 of th

e R
ise, In

crea
se a

n
d

 P
rogress of th

e C
h

ristia
n

P
eop

le ca
lled

 Q
u

a
k
ers (L

on
d
on

, 1
7
2
2
) sp

ecu
lated

 th
at B

allin
g

m
a
y h

a
ve b

een
 in

flu
en

ced
 b

y A
m

es’ p
rea

ch
in

g, for even
 a

t
th

e tim
e of S

ew
el’s w

ritin
g it w

a
s k

n
ow

n
 th

a
t A

m
es h

a
d

som
e con

ta
ct w

ith
 th

e C
ollegia

n
ts. S

ew
el su

ggests th
a
t

...th
ere h

a
ve b

een
 con

ta
ct w

ith
 su

ch
 a

s eith
er

co
m

m
en

d
ed

 th
e Q

u
a
k

ers, o
r d

efen
d

ed
 th

eir
d

o
ctrin

e, th
o
u

gh
 th

ey th
em

selves n
ever co

u
ld

resolve to join
 th

em
 p

u
b
licly.

W
e recrea

te th
e tra

ct h
ere in

 tw
o version

s, th
e 1

7
th

-
cen

tu
ry o

rigin
a
l fo

r rea
d

ers w
h

o
 en

jo
y th

e ru
ffles a

n
d

flou
rish

es of th
e lan

gu
age of th

e p
eriod

, an
d
 a gloss b

y R
u

fu
s
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A
t th

e tim
e, A

m
es w

a
s th

e lea
d

er o
f th

e E
n

g
lish

Q
u

a
k
er m

ission
 in

 A
m

sterd
a
m

. M
u

ch
 of th

e in
form

a
tion

in
 th

is E
p

ilogu
e w

a
s d

ra
w

n
 b

y P
op

k
in

 from
 letters b

a
ck

 to
E

n
gla

n
d
 p

en
n

ed
 b

y A
m

es or b
y W

illia
m

 C
a
ton

, h
is you

n
g

a
ssista

n
t.

P
op

k
in

’s w
ork

 offers evid
en

ce th
a
t th

ere w
a
s a

 rich
 a

n
d

co
m

p
lex

 in
tera

ctio
n

 a
m

o
n

g Q
u

a
k

ers, C
o
llegia

n
ts, a

n
d

S
p
in

oza
 in

 A
m

sterd
a
m

. S
p
in

oza
’s la

ter rep
u

ta
tion

 a
s on

e of
th

e gia
n

ts of religiou
s h

u
m

a
n

ism
 sh

ou
ld

 n
ot ca

u
se u

s to
give h

is in
flu

en
ce u

n
d
u

e w
eigh

t. W
h

en
 h

e first m
et A

m
es in

1
6
5
7
, in

 A
m

sterd
a
m

, h
e w

a
s a

 you
n

g m
a
n

 of tw
en

ty-five,
recen

tly exp
elled

 from
 h

is syn
a
gogu

e, a
n

d
 seek

in
g la

n
gu

a
ge

to exp
ress u

n
con

ven
tion

al religiou
s in

sigh
ts. A

m
es’s accou

n
t

of h
is m

eetin
g w

ith
 ‘’a

 J
ew

’’ ca
u

tiou
sly a

void
ed

 m
en

tion
 of

S
p
in

oza
’s n

a
m

e. B
u

t th
e J

ew
’s id

ea
s stron

gly su
ggest h

is
id

en
tity. In

 P
op

k
in

’s w
ord

s, ‘’th
e J

ew
’’ at th

e tim
e of h

is in
itial

en
cou

n
ter w

ith
 A

m
es h

ad
 alread

y d
evelop

ed
 an

 affin
ity, later

evid
en

t in
 S

p
in

oza’s w
ork

, ‘’for th
e overall Q

u
ak

er view
 ab

ou
t

th
e n

eed
 to k

n
ow

 M
oses, th

e P
rop

h
ets a

n
d
 C

h
rist in

w
a
rd

ly,
th

rou
gh

 th
e ligh

t.’’
A

ccord
in

g to P
op

k
in

, Q
u

a
k
er in

flu
en

ce on
 S

p
in

oza
’s

th
in

k
in

g is m
ost clea

r in
 th

e w
ork

 of S
a
m

u
el F

ish
er. F

ish
er

w
a
s th

e first u
n

iversity gra
d
u

a
te to join

 F
rien

d
s. A

d
ep

t a
t

H
eb

rew
 a

n
d
 G

reek
, h

e h
a
d
 b

een
 a

 B
a
p
tist m

in
ister b

efore
b

eco
m

in
g
 a

 F
rien

d
 in

 1
6

5
4

. M
a
rg

a
ret F

ell’s A
 L

o
v
in

g
S

a
lu

ta
tion

, a
s p

u
b
lish

ed
 in

 H
eb

rew
, h

a
d
 a

 tw
o-p

a
ge a

d
d
ition

b
y F

ish
er, exh

ortin
g J

ew
s to con

vert.
In

 1
6
6
0
 F

ish
er p

u
b
lish

ed
 a

 m
a
ssive w

ork
 of B

ib
lica

l
criticism

, A
 R

u
stic A

la
ru

m
 to th

e R
a

b
b
ies, a

 ra
d
ica

l a
tta

ck

on
 th

e P
rotesta

n
t cla

im
 th

a
t th

e S
crip

tu
re is th

e W
ord

 of
G

od
, a

n
d
 w

h
a
t C

h
ristop

h
er H

ill h
a
s ca

lled
 th

e m
ost ra

d
ica

l
B

ib
le criticism

 of th
e 1

7
th

 C
en

tu
ry. 2 M

a
n

y of h
is a

rgu
m

en
ts

a
re ech

oed
 in

 S
p
in

oza
’s A

 T
rea

tise on
 R

eligiou
s a

n
d

 P
olitica

l
P

h
ilosop

h
y

 (T
ra

cta
tu

s T
h

eolog
icoP

oliticu
s), p

u
b

lish
ed

 ten
yea

rs la
ter. P

op
k
in

 cites th
e follow

in
g p

a
ssa

ges from
 A
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J
on

es for th
e rea

d
er w

h
o w

ish
es to get q

u
ick

ly to th
e h

ea
rt

of th
e m

a
tter. T

h
e J

on
es p

a
ssa

ge is extra
cted

 from
 h

is
S

p
iritu

a
l R

eform
ers a

n
 th

e 1
6

th
 a

n
d

 1
7

th
 C

en
tu

ries (p
p
 1

2
8
-

1
3
2
; 1

9
1
4
, M

a
cm

illa
n

). T
h

e in
terested

 rea
d
er w

ill a
lso fin

d
in

 J
on

es’ volu
m

e (p
p
. 1

2
3
-1

2
8
) a

n
 elu

cid
a
tion

 of th
e id

ea
s

of D
esca

rtes a
n

d
 S

p
in

oza
 u

n
d
erlyin

g B
a
llin

g’s a
rgu

m
en

t.
T
h

e la
te-tw

en
tieth

-cen
tu

ry rea
d
er is left to sp

ecu
la

te
w

h
eth

er B
a
llin

g’s tra
ct w

a
s p

rim
a
rily a

 p
ro

d
u

ct o
f h

is
D

esca
rtes-S

p
in

oza
 h

erita
ge, a

s J
on

es b
elieved

, or th
e covert

a
ck

n
o
w

led
gem

en
t o

f h
is co

n
versio

n
 b

y A
m

es, a
s S

ew
el

th
ou

gh
t. O

r, p
erh

a
p
s, a

s th
e recen

t evid
en

ce p
resen

ted
 b

y
P

o
p

k
in

 a
n

d
 S

ign
er in

d
ica

tes, it w
a
s a

 ca
se o

f m
u

tu
a
l

irra
d
ia

tion
. W

h
a
tever th

e correct h
yp

oth
esis, it seem

s clea
r

th
a
t ea

rly F
rien

d
s a

ccep
ted

 th
e tra

ct a
s sp

ea
k
in

g for th
em

.
T
h

is ten
-p

a
ge tra

ct h
a
s b

een
 su

rrou
n

d
ed

 b
y u

s w
ith

seven
 p

a
ges of exp

la
n

a
tion

, in
 p

a
rt to en

cou
ra

ge th
e rea

d
er

to fin
d
 th

e p
a
tien

ce to p
en

etra
te its 1

7
th

-cen
tu

ry p
rose, a

n
d

in
 p

art to sh
are ou

r p
leasu

re in
 u

n
earth

in
g it an

d
 d

iscoverin
g

its origin
s. It is a sem

in
al d

ocu
m

en
t in

 th
e h

istory of F
rien

d
s’

effo
rts to

 p
eel a

w
a
y cen

tu
ries o

f ch
u

rch
ly d

o
gm

a
 a

n
d

red
iscover th

e tru
e, a

n
d
 u

n
iversa

l, m
essa

ge of J
esu

s of
N

a
za

reth
.

W
e a

re gra
tefu

l to th
e la

te M
iria

m
 J

on
es B

row
n

, M
a
ry

H
oxie J

on
es an

d
 th

e Q
u

ak
er C

ollection
 at th

e M
cG

ill L
ib

rary
a
t H

a
verfo

rd
 C

o
llege fo

r a
ssistin

g u
s in

 o
u

r sea
rch

 fo
r

m
a

te
ria

l o
n

 th
is

 re
m

a
rk

a
b

le
 tra

c
t —

 w
h

ic
h

 w
e
 a

re
rep

rod
u

cin
g h

ere w
ith

 its origin
a
l 1

7
th

-cen
tu

ry sp
ellin

g.

- Sally Rickerm
an

 / Kin
g

d
on

 Sw
ayn

e

1 E
d
s. R

ich
a
rd

 H
. P

op
k
in

 a
n

d
 M

ich
a
el A

. S
ign

er, S
p
in

oza
s

E
a

rliest P
u

b
lica

tion
, V

a
n

 G
orcu

m
 1

9
7
8
. W

olfeb
oro N

H
.

2 F
o
r a

 fu
lle

r d
is

c
u

s
s
io

n
 o

f th
is

 re
s
e
a

rc
h

 a
n

d
 th

e

in
volvem

en
t of oth

er Q
u

a
k
ers see th

e E
p
ilogu

e.
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EP
ILO

G
U

E:

M
arg

aret Fell an
d

 Baru
ch

 Sp
in

oza

W
e a

re gra
tefu

l to R
ich

a
rd

 P
op

k
in

 a
n

d
 M

ich
a
el S

ign
er

for in
trod

u
cin

g to u
s a

n
oth

er a
sp

ect of th
e Q

u
a
k
er-S

p
in

oza
con

n
ection

 in
 A

m
sterd

a
m

 a
rou

n
d
 1

6
6
0
. 1 T

h
eir excellen

t
s
c
h

o
la

rs
h

ip
 

h
a

s
 

a
d

d
e
d

 
a

 
n

e
w

 
d

im
e
n

s
io

n
 

to
 

o
u

r
u

n
d
ersta

n
d
in

g of ea
rly Q

u
a
k
erism

.
T
h

e story b
egin

s w
ith

 a
 M

illen
a
ria

n
 vision

 revea
led

 to
M

a
rga

ret F
ell. B

ib
lica

l sch
ola

rs of h
er tim

e h
a
d
 ca

lcu
la

ted
th

a
t 1

,6
5
6
 yea

rs h
a
d
 ela

p
sed

 b
etw

een
 th

e C
rea

tion
 a

n
d
 th

e
F
lood

. T
h

e n
u

m
erological w

isd
om

 of th
e 1

7
th

 C
en

tu
ry, w

id
ely

sh
ared

 b
y th

ou
gh

tfu
l p

eop
le in

clu
d
in

g th
e D

u
tch

 C
ollegian

ts,
su

ggested
 th

at som
eth

in
g of sim

ilar religiou
s m

om
en

t w
ou

ld
h

a
p
p
en

 a
rou

n
d
 th

e yea
r A

D
 1

6
5
6
. M

a
rga

ret F
ell, a

m
on

g
oth

ers, con
clu

d
ed

 th
a
t th

e m
ost logica

l h
a
p
p
en

in
g w

ou
ld

 b
e

th
e con

version
 of th

e J
ew

s to C
h

ristia
n

ity. S
h

e a
ccord

in
gly

a
d

d
re

s
s
e
d

 a
n

 e
v
a

n
g
e
lic

a
l m

e
s
s
a

g
e
, c

a
lle

d
 A

 L
o
v
in

g
S

a
lu

ta
tion

, to th
e J

ew
s of th

e w
orld

. P
erh

a
p
s sh

e d
id

 so in
th

e h
op

e th
at it w

ou
ld

 b
e easier for J

ew
s to accep

t th
e Q

u
ak

er
version

 of C
h

ristia
n

 tea
ch

in
g th

a
n

 th
ose of oth

er sects.
H

er letter n
eed

ed
 to b

e tra
n

sla
ted

 in
to H

eb
rew

 a
t a

tim
e w

h
en

 J
ew

s w
ere lega

lly exclu
d
ed

 from
 E

n
gla

n
d
. S

h
e

sou
gh

t th
e h

elp
 of th

e Q
u

a
k
er com

m
u

n
ity in

 A
m

sterd
a
m

 to
fin

d
 a

 tra
n

sla
to

r. A
fter so

m
e d

ifficu
lty

 th
e letter w

a
s

tra
n

sla
ted

, b
u

t th
e id

en
tity of th

e tra
n

sla
tor h

a
s b

een
 a

p
u

zzle. P
op

k
in

 am
asses p

ersu
asive evid

en
ce th

at it w
as n

on
e

oth
er th

a
n

 S
p
in

oza
, a

n
d
 th

a
t th

is tra
n

sla
tion

 w
a
s S

p
in

oza
’s

first p
u

b
lish

ed
 w

ork
. W

illia
m

 A
m

es, th
e E

n
glish

 Q
u

a
k
er

d
escrib

ed
 in

 th
e P

refa
ce, w

a
s th

e p
erson

 w
h

o recru
ited

S
p
in

oza
 for th

e ta
sk

.
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Sp
iritu

al R
efo

rm
ers in

 th
e 1

6
th

 an
d

 1
7

th
 C

en
tu

ries

b
y Ru

fu
s M

. Jo
n

es

T
h

e L
igh

t u
p

on
 th

e C
a

n
d

lestick
, to w

h
ich

 w
e sh

a
ll n

ow

tu
rn

 for th
e rip

est id
ea

s of th
is little sect, w

a
s w

ritten
 w

h
ile

S
p
in

oza
 w

a
s livin

g a
m

on
g th

e C
ollegia

n
ts in

 R
yn

sb
u

rg. It
w

a
s
 v

e
ry

 q
u

ic
k

ly
 d

is
c
o
v
e
re

d
 b

y
 th

e
 Q

u
a

k
e
rs

, w
h

o
im

m
ed

ia
tely reco

gn
ized

 it a
s ‘’b

o
n

e o
f th

eir b
o
n

e,’’ a
n

d
circu

lated
 it as a Q

u
ak

er T
ract. It w

as tran
slated

 in
to E

n
glish

in
 1

6
6
3
 b

y B
. F

. (B
en

ja
m

in
 F

u
rley, a

 Q
u

a
k
er m

erch
a
n

t of
C

olch
ester, th

en
 livin

g in
 R

otterd
a
m

), w
h

o p
u

b
lish

ed
 it w

ith
th

is cu
riou

s title p
a
ge:

T
h

e L
igh

t u
p
on

 th
e C

an
d
lestick

. S
ervin

g for O
b
servation

of th
e P

rin
cip

a
l th

in
gs in

 th
e B

ook
 ca

lled
, T

h
e M

y
stery

 of
th

e K
in

gd
om

 of G
od

, &
c. A

ga
in

st severa
l P

rofessors, T
rea

ted
of, a

n
d

 w
ritten

 b
y
 W

ill A
m

es. P
rin

ted
 in

 L
ow

 D
u

tch
 for th

e
A

u
th

or, 1
6
6
2
, a

n
d
 tra

n
sla

ted
 in

to E
n

glish
 b

y B
. F

.
T
h

e C
ollegia

n
t a

u
th

or, q
u

ite in
 th

e sp
irit a

n
d
 style of

S
p
in

oza
, u

rges th
e im

p
orta

n
ce of d

iscoverin
g a

 cen
tra

l love
for ‘’th

in
gs w

h
ich

 a
re d

u
ra

b
le a

n
d
 u

n
corru

p
tib

le,’’ ‘’k
n

ow
in

g
th

ereb
y b

etter th
in

gs th
a
n

 th
ose to w

h
ich

 th
e m

u
ltitu

d
e a

re
lin

k
’t so fa

st w
ith

 love.’’ W
e h

a
ve ou

tgrow
n

 th
e ‘’toyes w

ith
w

h
ich

 w
e p

la
yed

 a
s ch

ild
ren

,’’ ‘’th
ere is n

ow
 ‘’n

o d
esire of

m
ovin

g th
ereu

n
to, b

eca
u

se w
e h

a
ve fou

n
d
 b

etter th
in

gs for
ou

r m
in

d
s’’; so, too, ‘’a

ll th
ose th

in
gs in

 m
en

, even
 to old

a
ge, so

 m
u

ch
 d

eligh
t’’ w

o
u

ld
 seem

 lik
e ‘’to

yes’’ if th
ey

d
is

c
o

v
e
re

d
 

th
e
 

tru
e
 

L
ig

h
t 

‘’w
h

ic
h

 
a

b
id

e
s
 

fo
re

v
e
r

u
n

ch
a
n

gea
b
le,’ a

n
d
 if th

rou
gh

 it th
ey got a

 sigh
t of ‘’th

ose
th

in
gs w

h
ich

 a
re a

lon
e w

orth
y to b

e k
n

ow
n

.’’ T
h

is ‘’tru
e a

n
d

la
stin

g ch
a
n

ge,’’ from
 ‘’toyes’’ to “th

in
gs w

h
ich

 a
re d

u
ra

b
le

a
n

d
 etern

a
l,’’ ca

n
 som

e on
ly th

rou
gh

 a
n

 in
w

a
rd

 con
version

.
W

h
en

 a n
ew

 vision
 b

egin
s from

 w
ith

in
, th

en
 th

e ou
tw

ard
a
ction

 follow
s of itself, b

u
t n

o m
a
n

 w
ill p

a
rt w

ith
 w

h
a
t h

e
ju

d
ges b

est till h
e sees som

eth
in

g b
etter, an

d
 th

en
 th

e w
eak

er
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A
d
d
 to th

is, T
h

a
t th

e k
n

ow
led

ge of G
od

 in
 a

ll th
in

gs m
u

st

first b
e, b

efore th
e k

n
ow

led
ge of a

n
y

 crea
tu

re or p
a
rticu

la
r

th
in

g; so n
o p

a
rticu

la
r th

in
g w

ith
ou

t th
is, ca

n
 b

e w
ell k

n
ow

n
:

a
n

d
 con

seq
u

en
tly is a

ltogeth
er u

n
ca

p
a
b
le to com

e to k
n

ow
G

od
 b

y, or certa
in

ly to m
a
k
e k

n
ow

n
 h

im
self to m

a
n

 b
y.

G
o to th

en
, W

ith
ou

t th
y self, O

 m
a
n

, th
ou

 h
a
st n

o m
ea

n
s

to look
 for, b

y w
h

ich
 th

ou
 m

a
ist k

n
ow

 G
od

. T
h

ou
 m

u
st a

b
id

e
w

ith
in

 th
y
 self, to th

e L
igh

t th
a

t’s in
 th

ee th
ou

 m
u

st tu
rn

 th
ee,

th
ere th

ou
 w

ilt fin
d
 it, a

n
d
 n

o w
h

ere else.
G

O
D

 is con
sid

ered
 in

 H
im

self, n
ea

rest u
n

to th
ee a

n
d

every
 m

a
n
. H

e th
a
t goes forth

o
f h

im
self to

 a
n

y
 C

rea
tu

re,
th

ereb
y to k

n
ow

 G
od

, d
ep

a
rts

fro
m

 G
o
d

, a
n

d
 so

 m
u

ch
 th

e
fu

rth
er, a

s h
e com

es m
ore to

m
ista

k
e h

im
self b

y it. T
h

is th
ou

m
u

st sh
u

n
, a

n
d
 th

e con
tra

ry
m

in
d

, viz. M
in

d
 th

e L
igh

t th
a

t’s
in

 th
ee, b

y it to w
ork

, u
n

m
ovab

ly
a
n

d
 fa

ith
fu

lly to p
ersevere.

G
o
d

 co
n

s
id

e
re

d
 in

 h
im

s
e
lf, is

n
e
a

re
s
t u

n
to

 e
v
e
ry

 m
a

n
 th

a
n

h
im

self, b
eca

u
se h

e p
en

etra
tes

th
e
 m

o
s
t in

w
a

rd
 a

n
d

 in
tim

a
te

p
a

rts of m
a

n
, a

n
d

 is th
e life of

th
e in

m
ost sp

irit, a
s th

e sp
irit is

o
f th

e
 s

o
u

l, &
 th

e
 s

o
u

l o
f th

e
b

od
y

: T
h

erefore is h
e w

orth
y

 to
b

e
 tu

rn
e
d

 to
, m

in
d

e
d

, s
o
u

g
h

t,
w

a
ited

 u
p

on
, a

n
d

 fea
red

. L
et a

ll
b

lin
d

 L
ea

d
ers th

a
t sa

y
 ’tis n

ot
G

od
 th

a
t a

p
p

ea
reth

 in
 th

e h
ea

rts
of th

e w
ick

ed
, h

ea
r th

is; a
n

d
 a

ll
fo

o
ls

 th
a

t s
a

y
, In

 th
eir h

ea
rt

th
ere is n

o
 G

o
d

.
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yield
s to th

e stron
ger w

ith
ou

t a
n

y forcin
g. T

h
is w

h
ole w

ork

of con
version

, of tra
n

sform
a
tion

, of ‘’la
stin

g ch
a
n

ge,’’ m
u

st
h

a
ve its origin

 in
 som

eth
in

g w
ith

in
 ou

rselves. W
e ca

n
n

ot
tu

rn
 from

 th
e b

a
u

b
les a

n
d
 ‘’toyes’’ a

n
d
 ou

r ‘’d
esire for th

a
t

w
h

ich
 is h

igh
 in

 th
e w

orld
’’ u

n
til a

 L
igh

t from
 som

e sou
rce

p
la

in
ly sh

ow
s u

s a
n

 etern
a
l rea

lity for w
h

ich
 w

e m
a
y ‘’h

igh
ly

a
d
ven

tu
re th

e trya
l.’’ T

h
ere is, ou

r a
u

th
or in

sists, on
ly on

e
p
la

ce w
h

ere su
ch

 a
 gu

id
in

g L
igh

t cou
ld

 a
rise, a

n
d
 th

a
t is

w
ith

in
 th

e
 s

o
u

l its
e
lf, a

s
 a

n
 in

w
a
rd

 a
n

d
 im

m
e
d

ia
te

k
n

ow
led

ge: ‘’’T
is n

ot fa
r to seek

. W
e d

irect th
ee to w

ith
in

th
yself. T

h
ou

 ou
gh

test to tu
rn

 in
to, to m

in
d
 a

n
d
 h

a
ve rega

rd
u

n
to, th

a
t w

h
ich

 is w
ith

in
 th

ee, to w
it, th

e L
igh

t of T
ru

th
,

th
e tru

e L
igh

t w
h

ich
 en

ligh
ten

eth
 every m

a
n

 th
a
t com

eth
in

to th
e w

orld
. H

ere ’tis th
a
t th

ou
 m

u
st b

e n
ot w

ith
ou

t th
ee,

H
ere th

o
u

 sh
a
lt fin

d
 a

 P
rin

cip
le certa

in
 a

n
d

 in
fa

llib
le,

th
rou

gh
 w

h
ich

 in
crea

sin
g a

n
d
 goin

g on
 in

to, th
ou

 m
a
yest

a
t len

gth
 a

rrive u
n

to a
 h

a
p
p
y con

d
ition

. O
f th

is th
ou

 m
a
yest

h
igh

ly a
d
ven

tu
re th

e trya
l. A

n
d
 if th

ou
 h

a
p
p
en

est to b
e on

e
of th

ose th
a
t w

ou
ld

 k
n

ow
 a

ll th
in

gs b
efore th

ou
 d

ost b
egin

.
. . k

n
ow

 th
is, T

h
ou

 d
ost th

erein
 ju

st a
s th

ose th
a
t w

ou
ld

lea
rn

 to rea
d
 w

ith
ou

t k
n

ow
in

g th
e L

etters. H
e th

a
t w

ill n
ot

a
d
ven

tu
re till h

e b
e fu

lly sa
tisfied

, sh
a
ll n

ever b
egin

, m
u

ch
less fin

ish
 h

is ow
n

 sa
lva

tion
. W

e sa
y th

en
, th

a
t w

e exh
ort

every on
e tu

rn
 u

n
to th

e L
igh

t th
a
t’s in

 h
im

.’’
In

 tru
e C

a
rtesia

n
 fa

sh
ion

, h
e d

em
on

stra
tes w

h
y th

is
L
igh

t m
u

st h
a
ve its locu

s w
ith

in
 th

e sou
l a

n
d
 n

ot in
 som

e
extern

a
l m

ea
n

s or m
ed

iu
m

. A
ll k

n
ow

led
ge th

a
t G

od
 is b

ein
g

revea
led

 in
 ex

tern
a
l sign

s, o
r th

ro
u

gh
 ex

tern
a
l m

ea
n

s,
alread

y p
resu

p
p
oses a p

rior k
n

ow
led

ge of G
od

. W
e can

 ju
d
ge

n
o d

octrin
e, n

o B
ook

 to b
e D

ivin
e excep

t b
y som

e in
w

a
rd

a
n

d
 im

m
ed

ia
te k

n
ow

led
ge of w

h
a
t rea

lly is D
ivin

e. W
ith

ou
t

th
is L

igh
t th

e S
crip

tu
res a

re on
ly W

ord
s a

n
d
 L

etters. B
u

t ‘’if
w

e exp
erien

ce th
a
t th

e B
ook

 ca
lled

 th
e B

ib
le in

 rega
rd

 to
th

e D
ivin

e d
octrin

e th
erein

 com
p
rised

 h
a
th

 su
ch

 a
 h

a
rm

on
y
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th
ere is n

o m
a

n
n

er of a
greem

en
t, n

or a
n

y th
in

g, in
 th

e
[w

ord
s] b

y w
h

ich
 th

ey m
igh

t b
e ca

p
a
b
le to d

o it. B
u

t a
ga

in
, if

you
 flye to th

e m
ea

n
in

g of w
ord

s, as b
ein

g fit for su
ch

 a th
in

g,

th
en

 th
a
t w

h
ich

 w
e sa

y w
ill m

ore m
a
n

ifestly a
p
p
ea

r: A
s p

u
t

ca
se for exa

m
p
le sa

k
e, th

a
t G

O
D

 a
b
ou

t to m
a
k
e k

n
ow

n
h

im
self b

y w
ord

s, sh
ou

ld
 sa

y, I A
M

 G
O

D
, a

n
d
 th

a
t th

is
sh

ou
ld

 h
e th

e sign
 b

y w
h

ich
 h

e w
ou

ld
 m

a
k
e h

im
self k

n
ow

n
,

w
e see clea

rly, th
a
t it w

ou
ld

 b
e im

p
ossib

le for a
 m

a
n

 a
t first

to k
n

ow
 G

od
 b

y th
is: F

or if h
e com

p
reh

en
d
 a

n
yth

in
g ou

t of
th

e sen
ce of th

e w
ord

s, h
e m

u
st n

eed
s form

erly h
a
ve th

e
sign

ifica
tion

 of th
e w

ord
 G

O
D

, a
n

d
 w

h
a
t h

e is to u
n

d
ersta

n
d

b
y it: In

 lik
e m

a
n

n
er if G

od
 m

a
k
eth

 h
is w

ill k
n

ow
n

 to m
a
n

,
th

e k
n

ow
led

ge of G
od

 (w
h

ich
 h

a
th

 its origin
a
l from

 th
e tru

e
L

ig
h

t) 
m

u
s

t 
p

re
ce

d
e

 
a

n
d

 
co

n
v

in
ce

 
h

im
, 

th
a

t 
th

a
t

(M
a
n

ifesta
tion

) ca
n

 b
e from

 n
on

e b
u

t G
od

 a
lon

e, w
h

ereu
p
on

h
e’s su

fficien
tly a

ssu
red

.
If b

y E
ffects, (or ou

tw
a

rd
 m

ira
cu

lou
s W

ork
s) ’tis th

e sam
e

th
in

g; for th
ese a

re n
o less crea

ted
, n

o less term
in

a
ted

: A
n

d
th

o
u

g
h

 
w

e
 

m
ig

h
t 

o
b

s
e
rv

e
som

eth
in

g in
 th

e n
atu

re of a th
in

g,
w

h
ich

 m
igh

t b
e too d

ifficu
lt for th

e
p
ow

er of a
n

y crea
tu

re, w
h

ich
 w

e
k

n
o
w

 to
 effect: Y

et th
is a

t th
e

u
tm

ost w
ou

ld
 b

e a
 d

em
on

stra
tion

ta
k
en

 from
 ou

r im
p
oten

cy
, a

n
d
 n

ot
from

 th
e n

a
tu

re a
n

d
 a

ll op
era

tion
s

o
f 

it; 
a

n
d

 
th

is
 

k
in

d
 

o
f

d
em

on
stra

tion
 ca

n
n

ot b
e certa

in
a
n

d
 sta

b
le, till w

e w
ere a

b
le clea

rly
an

d
 d

istin
ctly to see th

at th
ere w

as
n

ot a
 con

cu
rren

cy
 of m

a
n

y
 ca

u
ses to p

rod
u

ce su
ch

 a
n

 effect,
b
u

t th
a
t it m

u
st n

eed
s h

a
ve b

een
 ca

u
sed

 b
y a

n
 in

fin
ite a

n
d

u
n

lim
ited

 ca
u

se, w
h

om
 w

e ca
ll G

od
: B

u
t w

h
o k

n
ow

eth
 th

is?
O

r w
h

o ca
n

 d
ecla

re it?

M
a

n
y

 
th

in
g

s
 

m
a

y
 

s
e

e
m

D
ivin

e M
ira

cles, w
h

ich
 a

re
p

ro
d

u
ce

d
 

b
y

 
a

 
h

id
d

e
n

con
cu

rren
ce of m

a
n

y
 n

a
tu

ra
l

ca
u

s
e
s
: th

e
re

fo
re

 w
ith

o
u

t
th

e
 

k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 
o

f 
G

o
d

p
re

ce
d

e
s

, 
n

o
 

m
a

n
 

ca
n

d
iscern

 in
 th

is ca
se. F

rom
w

h
e

n
ce

 
u

n
d

e
n

ia
b

ly
 

is
con

clu
d

ed
, T

h
a

t th
ese ca

n
n

e
ith

e
r 

b
e

 
a

n
y

 
s

u
re

fou
n

d
a

tion
, or certa

in
, n

a
y

n
or p

ossib
le m

ea
n

s to b
rin

g
a

n
y

 to
 th

e
 k

n
o
w

le
d

g
e
 o

f
G

od
.
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w
ith

 T
h

a
t [in

 u
s] b

y w
h

ich
 G

od
 is k

n
ow

n
, th

a
t H

e m
u

st

n
eed

s h
a
ve b

een
 th

e A
u

th
or of it, th

ere ca
n

n
ot ra

tion
a
lly b

e
a
n

y m
ore p

ow
erfu

l d
em

on
stra

tion
.’’

T
h

e sa
m

e p
rin

cip
le is tru

e w
ith

 reg
a
rd

 to
 every

con
ceiva

b
le form

 of revela
tion

 w
h

ich
 cou

ld
 b

e m
a
d
e to ou

r
ou

tw
a
rd

 sen
ses, w

h
eth

er b
y w

ord
s, or b

y m
ira

cles, or b
y

a
n

y oth
er visib

le ‘’op
era

tion
s.’’ N

o fin
ite th

in
g ca

n
 b

rin
g u

s
a
 k

n
ow

led
ge of G

od
 u

n
less w

e a
lrea

d
y h

a
ve w

ith
in

 u
s a

su
fficien

t k
n

ow
led

ge of H
im

 to m
a
k
e u

s a
b
le to a

p
p
recia

te
a
n

d
 ju

d
ge th

e D
ivin

e ch
a
ra

cter of th
e p

a
rticu

la
r revela

tion
;

th
a
t is to sa

y, w
e m

u
st a

lrea
d
y h

a
ve G

od
 in

 ord
er eith

er to
seek

 H
im

 or to fin
d
 H

im
; or, a

s B
a
llin

g p
u

ts it, ‘’U
n

less th
e

k
n

ow
led

ge of G
od

 p
reced

es, n
o m

a
n

 ca
n

 d
iscern

 H
im

.’’ G
od

is, th
erefore, th

e p
riu

s of a
ll k

n
ow

led
ge: ‘’T

h
e k

n
ow

led
ge of

G
od

 m
u

st first b
e, b

efore th
ere ca

n
 b

e k
n

ow
led

ge of a
n

y
p
a
rticu

la
r th

in
gs,’’ a

n
d
 G

od
 m

u
st b

e a
ssu

m
ed

 a
s p

resen
t in

th
e sou

l b
efore a

n
y b

a
sis of tru

th
 or of religion

 ca
n

 b
e fou

n
d
.

‘’T
h

e L
igh

t is th
e first P

rin
cip

le of R
eligion

; for, seein
g th

ere
ca

n
 b

e n
o tru

e R
eligion

 w
ith

ou
t th

e k
n

ow
led

ge of G
od

, a
n

d
n

o k
n

ow
led

ge of G
od

 w
ith

ou
t th

is L
igh

t, R
eligion

 m
u

st
n

ecessa
rily h

a
ve th

is L
igh

t for its first P
rin

cip
le.’’ ‘’W

ith
ou

t
th

yself, O
 M

a
n

,’’ h
e con

clu
d
es, ‘’th

ou
 h

a
st n

o m
ea

n
s to look

for, b
y w

h
ich

 th
ou

 m
ayest k

n
ow

 G
od

. T
h

ou
 m

u
st ab

id
e w

ith
in

th
yself; to th

e L
igh

t th
a
t is in

 th
ee th

ou
 m

u
st tu

rn
 th

ee;
th

ere th
ou

 w
ilt fin

d
 it a

n
d
 n

ow
h

ere else. G
od

 is n
ea

rest
u

n
to th

ee a
n

d
 to every m

a
n

. H
e th

a
t goes forth

 of h
im

self to
a
n

y crea
tu

re, th
ereb

y to k
n

ow
 G

od
, d

ep
a
rts from

 G
od

. G
od

is n
ea

rer u
n

to
 every

 m
a
n

 th
a
n

 h
im

self, b
eca

u
se H

e
p
en

etra
tes th

e m
ost in

w
a
rd

 a
n

d
 in

tim
a
te p

a
rts of m

a
n

 a
n

d
is th

e L
ife of th

e in
m

ost sp
irit. M

in
d
, th

erefore, th
e L

igh
t

th
a
t is in

 th
ee.’’

T
h

is L
igh

t —
 th

e first P
rin

cip
le of a

ll R
eligion

 —
 is a

lso
ca

lled
 in

 th
is little B

ook
 b

y m
a
n

y oth
er n

a
m

es. It is ‘’th
e

livin
g W

ord
,’’ ‘’th

e T
ru

th
 of G

od
,’’ ‘’th

e L
igh

t of T
ru

th
’’; it is
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S
crip

tu
re freely b

efore a
n

y m
a
n

, let h
im

 a
lso h

a
ve a

ll th
e

fitn
ess (th

e U
n

iversities ca
n

 give h
im

) to look
 in

to in
 its

p
rop

er L
a
n

gu
a
ge in

 w
h

ich
 it m

a
y h

a
ve b

een
 first w

ritten
,

w
h

a
t w

ill a
ll b

e w
ith

ou
t th

e L
igh

t? N
oth

in
g. T

h
e letters, th

e
w

ord
s a

re n
ot th

e S
crip

tu
res, b

u
t th

e m
in

d
 a

lon
e is th

e
S

crip
tu

re, a
n

d
 th

is m
ea

n
in

g ca
n

 n
ever b

e tru
ly a

n
d
 ju

stly
h

it, b
u

t b
y th

ose a
lon

e th
a
t sta

n
d
 in

 th
e sa

m
e L

igh
t, ou

t of
w

h
ich

 th
e S

crip
tu

res p
roceed

ed
.

T
h

ese a
re th

ey th
en

 to w
h

om
 th

e S
crip

tu
re is a

 C
o-

w
itn

ess a
n

d
 a

s a
 sea

l of th
eir b

ein
g S

on
s of G

od
: w

h
ile b

y
exp

erien
ce th

ey fin
d
 th

em
selves, every on

e a
ccord

in
g to h

is
m

ea
su

re, in
 th

e sa
m

e con
d

ition
 in

 w
h

ich
 th

e S
a

in
ts form

erly
w

ere, w
h

o sp
a
k
e &

 w
rit a

ll th
ose th

in
gs com

p
reh

en
d
ed

 in
th

e
 B

o
o
k

 o
f th

e
 S

c
rip

tu
re

, th
e
s
e
 th

e
n

 h
a

v
e
 th

e
 tru

e
u

n
d

ersta
n

d
in

g a
n

d
 m

ea
n

in
g of th

e S
crip

tu
res, n

ot th
ose th

a
t

Im
a

gin
e u

n
to th

em
selves a

 m
ea

n
in

g b
y op

in
ion

 a
n

d
 gu

ess,
th

ro
u

g
h

 a
 th

o
u

sa
n

d
 im

a
g
in

a
tio

n
s, w

ith
o
u

t th
e lea

st
a
ssu

ra
n

ce of n
ot errin

g: w
h

ich
 b

ecom
es th

e very grou
n

d
 of

a
ll ja

n
glin

g a
n

d
 con

ten
tion

.
In

 fin
e, a

n
d

 la
stly

. T
h

is L
igh

t in
 every

 m
a

n
 is th

e m
ea

n
s

to com
e to th

e k
n

ow
led

ge of G
od

. A
n

d
seein

g a
ll extern

a
l sign

es m
u

st n
eed

s
p
resu

p
p
ose th

is k
n

ow
led

ge: th
erefore

its self m
u

st n
eed

s b
e im

m
ed

ia
te,

w
ith

ou
t m

y extern
a
l sign

: th
a
t sign

s
m

u
st p

resu
p
p
ose su

ch
 a

 k
n

ow
led

ge,
is u

n
d
en

ia
b
le, for th

ese sign
s m

u
st

eith
er b

e w
ord

s or effects, w
ork

s or
m

ira
cles.
If W

ord
s, w

e see a
t first a

n
 im

p
ossib

ility in
 th

e th
in

g it
self: for W

ord
s a

re crea
ted

 a
n

d
 fin

ite, a
n

d
 G

od
 w

h
o sh

ou
ld

m
a

k
e
 

k
n

o
w

n
 

h
im

s
e
lf 

b
y
 

th
e
m

,
u

n
crea

ted
 a

n
d

 in
fin

ite: a
n

d
 th

erefore
h

ere is so in
fin

ite a
 d

ifferen
ce, th

a
t

W
h

e
re

 th
e
 k

n
o
w

le
d

g
e

of G
od

 is n
ot, th

ere a
ll

extern
a

l th
in

gs a
re of n

o
v

a
lu

e
. T

h
e

re
fo

re
 th

is
k

n
ow

led
g
e m

u
st n

eed
s

first b
e im

m
ed

ia
te, a

n
d

a
ltog

eth
er in

d
ep

en
d

en
t

to a
ll extern

a
ls.

W
o
rd

s
 to

o
 w

e
a

k
 to

give th
e k

n
ow

led
ge of

G
od

.
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‘’C
h

rist’’; it is th
e ‘’S

p
irit.’’ A

s a
 D

ivin
e L

igh
t, it rep

roves

m
an

 of sin
, sh

ow
s h

im
 th

at h
e h

as strayed
 from

 G
od

, accu
ses

h
im

 of th
e evil h

e com
m

its. It lea
d
s m

a
n

 in
to T

ru
th

, ‘’even
th

ou
gh

 h
e h

a
s n

ever h
ea

rd
 or rea

d
 of S

crip
tu

re’’; it sh
ow

s
h

im
 th

e w
a
y to G

od
, it gives h

im
 p

ea
ce of con

scien
ce in

w
ell-d

oin
g; a

n
d
, if follow

ed
 a

n
d
 ob

eyed
, it b

rin
gs h

im
 in

to
u

n
ion

 w
ith

 G
od

, ‘’w
h

erein
 a

ll h
a
p
p
in

ess a
n

d
 sa

lva
tion

 d
oth

con
sist.’’ It op

era
tes in

 a
ll m

en
, th

ou
gh

 in
 m

a
n

y m
en

 th
ere

a
re seriou

s ‘’im
p
ed

im
en

ts’’ w
h

ich
 h

in
d
er its op

era
tion

s —
‘’th

e lets to it a
re m

a
n

ifold
’’ —

 b
u

t a
s soon

 a
s a

 m
a
n

 tu
rn

s to
it a

n
d
 clea

n
ses h

is in
n

er eye —
 rem

oves th
e ‘’lets’’ —

 h
e

d
iscovers ‘’a firm

 fou
n

d
ation

 u
p
on

 w
h

ich
 h

e m
ay b

u
ild

 stab
le

a
n

d
 en

d
u

rin
g th

in
gs: A

 P
rin

cip
le w

h
ereb

y h
e m

a
y, w

ith
ou

t
ever errin

g, gu
id

e th
e w

h
ole cou

rse of h
is life, h

ow
 h

e is to
ca

rry h
im

self tow
a
rd

 G
od

, h
is N

eigh
b
ou

r a
n

d
 h

im
self.’’ T

h
e

w
riter, h

a
vin

g th
u

s d
elivered

 h
is m

essa
ge, w

ish
es to h

a
ve it

d
istin

ctly u
n

d
erstood

 th
at h

e is n
ot tryin

g to d
raw

 h
is read

ers
to a

n
y n

ew
 sect, or to a

n
y ou

tw
a
rd

 a
n

d
 visib

le ch
u

rch
. ‘’G

o
to, th

en
, O

 M
a
n

,’’ h
e sa

ys, ‘’w
h

oever th
ou

 a
rt, w

e w
ill n

ot
d
ra

w
 th

ee off from
 on

e h
ea

p
 of m

en
 to ca

rry th
ee over u

n
to

a
n

oth
er, ’tis som

ew
h

a
t else w

e in
vite th

ee to! W
e in

vite th
ee

to S
om

eth
in

g w
h

ich
 m

a
y b

e a
 m

ea
n

s to a
tta

in
 th

y ow
n

sa
lva

tion
 a

n
d
 w

ell-b
ein

g’’ —
 a

 m
em

b
ersh

ip
 in

 th
e in

visib
le

C
h

u
rch

.
S

u
ch

 is th
e tea

ch
in

g of th
is stra

n
ge little b

ook
, w

ritten
b

y
 th

e frien
d

 o
f S

p
in

o
za

, a
n

d
 revea

lin
g
 th

e m
a
tu

rest
exp

ression
 of th

is slow
ly d

evelop
in

g sp
iritu

a
l m

ovem
en

t,
w

h
ich

 b
ega

n
 w

ith
 H

a
n

s D
en

ck
 a

n
d
 flow

ed
 u

n
in

terru
p
ted

ly
th

rou
gh

 m
a
n

y lives a
n

d
 a

lon
g m

a
n

y ch
a
n

n
els a

n
d
 b

u
rst

ou
t fu

ll flood
 in

 E
n

gla
n

d
 in

 ‘’th
e C

h
ild

ren
 of th

e L
igh

t,’’ w
h

o
w

ere k
n

ow
n

 to th
e w

orld
 a

s Q
u

a
k
ers.
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b
od

y k
n

ow
s. F

rom
 th

e very first w
e h

ea
r d

ifferen
ces, every

o
n

e p
reten

d
s th

a
t h

e k
n

o
w

s th
e

m
a
tter, a

n
d

 h
a
th

 th
e tru

th
: O

n
e

h
old

s forth
 on

 th
is, a

n
oth

er th
a
t to

u
s: If n

ow
 th

e L
igh

t w
h

ich
 is in

 every
m

a
n

 th
a

t com
es in

to th
e w

orld
, sh

a
ll

n
ot b

e th
e ju

d
ge, w

h
ith

er sh
a
ll w

e
go? T

o b
elieve a

ll is im
p
ossib

le, to
reject a

ll, n
o
 less: W

h
o
 sh

a
ll b

e
J
u

d
ge h

ere? W
h

o else can
 b

e b
u

t th
e

L
ig

h
t w

ith
in

 u
s? F

o
r w

h
a
tso

ever
com

es from
 w

ith
ou

t, is th
e th

in
g to b

e ju
d
ged

 of: W
h

o th
en

fitter? seein
g th

is is in
fa

llib
le.

A
ga

in
, Is n

ot th
is (th

e L
igh

t) th
a
t b

y w
h

ich
 w

e m
u

st see
a
n

d
 k

n
ow

 G
od

, a
n

d
 so con

seq
u

en
tly th

a
t b

y w
h

ich
 w

e m
u

st
ju

d
ge a

ll th
in

gs D
ivin

e? C
erta

in
ly ’tis: th

en
 it follow

s a
lso,

T
h

a
t w

e ca
n

 ju
d
ge of n

o D
octrin

e, n
o B

ook
 th

a
t is D

ivin
e,

b
u

t b
y th

is Ligh
t an

d
 ju

d
gin

g it th
ereb

y to b
e D

ivin
e, it can

n
ot

b
u

t b
e tru

ly so. A
s for exa

m
p
le, If w

e exp
erien

ce th
a
t th

e
B

ook
 called

 th
e B

IB
L
E

, in
 regard

 of th
e

D
ivin

e D
o
ctrin

e th
erein

 co
m

p
rised

,
h

a
th

 su
ch

 a
n

 h
a

rm
on

y
 w

ith
 th

a
t in

w
h

ich
 G

od
 is k

n
ow

n
, th

a
t h

e m
u

st
n

eed
s h

ave b
een

 th
e A

u
th

or of it, th
ere

ca
n

n
o
t ra

tio
n

a
lly a

n
y m

o
re p

o
w

erfu
l d

em
o
n

stra
tio

n
 b

e
d
em

a
n

d
ed

. W
ith

 th
em

 th
a
t a

re th
u

s, th
e S

crip
tu

re m
a

y
b
ecom

e livin
g a

n
d

 p
ow

erfu
l, a

n
d

 n
ot a

 d
ea

d
 letter, a

s it m
u

st
n

eed
s b

e to
 th

o
se m

en
 w

h
o
 h

a
ve n

o
feelin

g of th
is th

in
g. A

n
d
 from

 h
en

ce th
en

it’s a
p

p
a
ren

t, seein
g th

is L
ig

h
t m

u
st

sta
n

d
 b

efore a
ll th

in
gs w

h
a
tsoever th

a
t w

e m
eet w

ith
 from

w
ith

ou
t, th

a
t th

en
 m

a
n

 m
u

st first of a
ll b

e d
irected

 to th
is,

for w
ith

ou
t it w

h
a
t p

rofit is th
ere (I p

ra
y) to b

e rea
p
ed

 a
n

y
w

h
ere b

y a
n

y extern
a
l sign

 b
u

t b
y it[?] L

a
y th

e B
ook

 of

T
h

e
re

 is
 b

u
t o

n
e

 th
in

g
w

h
ich

 is
 u

n
co

rru
p

ta
b

le
,

w
h

ich
 

ca
n

n
o

t 
b

e
corru

p
ted

, w
h

ich
 m

u
st b

e
th

e
 J

u
d

g
e

 o
f a

ll th
in

g
s

th
a

t offer th
em

selves to ou
r

tria
l, w

h
ich

 a
re lia

b
le to b

e
corru

p
ted

, a
s a

re a
ll th

in
gs

w
ith

ou
t u

s.
T

h
erefore th

is on
e J

u
d

g
e

is u
n

d
en

ia
b
ly

 w
ith

in
 m

a
n

.

N
o m

a
n

 fa
rth

er k
n

ow
s

th
e S

crip
tu

res, th
en

 h
e

is
 w

h
a

t th
e
 S

crip
tu

re
s
p

e
a

k
s
.

N
o

 
o

th
e

r 
s

u
re

F
o
u

n
d

a
-tio

n
 ca

n
 b

e



PETER
 B

A
LLIN

G
T

h
e

 Lig
h

t u
p

o
n

 th
e

 C
a

n
d

le
stick

10

T
h

e Lig
h

t u
p

o
n

 th
e C

an
d

lestick

T
h

in
gs a

re n
ot for w

ord
s, b

u
t w

ord
s for th

in
gs —

 if

th
erefore w

e u
n

d
ersta

n
d
 th

in
gs a

righ
t a

n
d
 a

s th
ey ou

gh
t,

b
y w

ord
s, it m

u
st b

e b
y su

ch
 a

s a
re fit to im

p
rin

t th
e th

in
gs

th
em

selves in
 th

ose to w
h

om
 th

ey sh
ou

ld
 occu

r, a
n

d
 th

en
 it

w
ere en

ou
gh

 (to m
a
k
e k

n
ow

n
 ou

r th
ou

gh
ts to oth

ers a
s w

e
con

ceive th
em

) on
ly to m

a
k
e u

se of su
ch

 w
ord

s.
B

u
t fora

sm
u

ch
 a

s w
e fin

d
 th

e m
a
tter in

 th
is ca

se fa
r

oth
erw

ise, a
n

d
 th

a
t tw

o m
en

 sp
ea

k
in

g or w
ritin

g th
e sa

m
e

w
ord

s, m
a
y n

everth
eless h

a
ve d

ifferen
t, yea

, som
etim

es
con

tra
ry th

ou
gh

ts, th
e d

isa
b
ility of p

erform
in

g th
is fitly b

y
w

ord
s or d

iscou
rse, is clea

rly
in

ferred
. N

o
r m

a
y w

e a
t a

ll
w

on
d
er a

t it, seein
g w

e k
n

ow
to w

h
a
t a

 p
erp

etu
a
l ch

a
n

ge
la

n
gu

a
ges a

re su
b
ject, even

su
ch

 th
a
t th

e very w
ord

s m
a
y

b
e ch

a
n

g
ed

 fro
m

 th
eir p

ristin
e sig

n
ifica

tio
n

. A
n

d
 th

e
im

p
erfectio

n
 is so

 grea
t, th

a
t w

h
o
so

ever sh
o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

in
ven

ted
 th

em
, su

ch
 a

s n
ow

 th
ey a

re in
 u

se, w
e sh

ou
ld

certa
in

ly b
elieve th

a
t h

e h
a
d
 little or n

o k
n

ow
led

ge of th
ose

th
in

gs th
a
t a

re th
ereb

y in
ten

d
ed

 to b
e sign

ified
. S

o th
a
t if

w
e w

ou
ld

 b
etter exp

ress th
in

gs u
n

to a
n

oth
er b

y w
ord

s a
n

d
sp

eech
es, w

e h
a
d
 n

eed
 fin

d
 n

ew
 w

ord
s, a

n
d
 con

seq
u

en
tly a

w
h

ole n
ew

 la
n

gu
a
ge: B

u
t th

a
t w

ou
ld

 b
e a

 toyle a
n

d
 la

b
ou

r
in

d
eed

.
In

 th
e m

ea
n

 w
h

ile w
e see w

h
a
t a

 S
ea

 of C
on

fu
sion

 flow
s

from
 h

en
ce to a

ll m
a
n

k
in

d
: F

or a
lth

ou
gh

 th
ere sh

ou
ld

 b
e

n
on

e w
h

o som
etim

es th
rou

gh
 ign

ora
n

ce, a
n

d
 som

etim
es b

y
su

b
tilty or w

ick
ed

n
ess m

igh
t rest or p

ervert w
ord

s con
tra

ry
to th

e m
in

d
 of th

e sp
ea

k
er or w

riter, in
 su

ch
 a

 m
a
n

n
er a

s
th

em
selves th

a
t so d

o sh
ou

ld
 th

in
k
 b

est for th
eir ow

n
 en

d
s,

fro
m

 w
h

en
ce co

n
seq

u
en

tly a
ll th

is d
eceit, sla

n
d

erin
g,

con
ten

tion
, a

n
d
 th

e lik
e p

roceed
s: yet so it is, th

a
t h

ow

...If w
ord

s a
re too g

ross to
e
x
p

re
s
s
 th

e
 re

fin
e
d

 th
o
u

g
h

ts
 o

f
m

orta
l m

en
, h

ow
 m

u
ch

 less th
en

ca
n

 th
ey

 b
e in

 tru
th

 sa
id

 to b
e th

e
in

effa
b
le W

ord
 of th

e etern
a

l G
od

?

PETER BA
LLIN

G
T

h
e

 Lig
h

t u
p

o
n

 th
e

 C
a

n
d

le
stick

19

B
y th

is a
lon

e m
u

st th
e sen

ce a
n

d
 m

in
d
 of h

im
 th

a
t

w
ou

ld
 sign

ifie a
n

y th
in

g b
y w

ord
s or a

n
y ou

tw
a
rd

 sign
, b

e
com

p
reh

en
d
ed

 a
n

d
 u

n
d
erstood

. S
o th

a
t if th

e T
ru

th
 of G

od
b
e p

resen
ted

 to a
 m

a
n

 w
h

o sta
n

d
s n

ot in
 th

e L
igh

t of T
ru

th
,

’tis im
p
ossib

le h
e sh

ou
ld

 u
n

d
ersta

n
d
 it, a

lth
ou

gh
 h

e h
ea

rs
a
n

d
 com

p
reh

en
d
s th

e w
ord

s a
fter h

is m
a
n

n
er, yet h

e is still
fen

ced
 off from

 its tru
e sen

ce a
n

d
 m

ea
n

in
g th

ereof.
H

en
ce, th

erefore, it is, th
a
t a

m
on

gst so m
a
n

y h
ea

rers
th

ere a
re so few

 th
a
t h

a
ve ea

rs to h
ea

r.
H

e th
a
t h

ea
rs T

ru
th

 a
righ

t, th
a
t is, u

n
d
ersta

n
d
s it w

ell,
m

u
st n

ot sta
n

d
 ou

t of, b
u

t in
 th

e T
ru

th
 it self.

T
h

erefore n
eith

er is it a
n

y w
on

d
er th

a
t a

ll m
en

 d
o n

ot
u

n
d
erstan

d
 an

d
 con

ceive th
ose th

in
gs th

at are b
rou

gh
t forth

b
y th

e L
igh

t. T
h

ose on
ly th

a
t sta

n
d
 in

 it, a
re a

lon
e (a

n
d
 n

o
oth

er) ca
p
a
b
le th

ereof.
T
h

e ca
se b

ein
g th

u
s, w

e see of h
ow

 grea
t con

cern
m

en
t

it is con
tin

u
a
lly to exh

ort a
n

d
 excite

m
en

 to tu
rn

 in
 to th

e L
igh

t th
a
t is in

th
em

, th
a
t so th

ey m
a
y go on

 to su
ch

a
 con

d
ition

 a
n

d
 m

ea
su

re th
erein

, a
s to b

e fit to u
n

d
ersta

n
d

a
righ

t th
e W

ord
, th

a
t is th

e T
ru

th
 of G

od
, b

eca
u

se ou
t of th

is
th

ere ca
n

 b
e n

oth
in

g u
n

d
erstood

 a
n

d
 con

clu
d
ed

 from
 th

e
w

ord
s a

n
d
 w

ritin
gs given

 forth
 from

 th
e L

igh
t, b

u
t m

eer
op

in
ion

 &
 con

seq
u

en
tly errors. T

h
is L

igh
t, C

h
rist, &

c. is th
e

tru
th

 &
 w

ord
 of G

od
, a

s h
a
th

 b
een

 a
lrea

d
y sa

id
, a

n
d
 in

 every
w

a
y a

p
p
ea

rs b
y w

h
a
t w

e h
a
ve h

ith
erto la

id
 d

ow
n

: F
or th

is is
a

 livin
g
 W

ord
, a

n
d

 tra
n

sm
iteth

 m
a

n
 from

 d
ea

th
 to life, is

p
ow

erfu
l, &

 en
a

b
leth

 a
 m

a
n

 to b
ea

r w
itn

ess of it self every
w

h
ere.T

h
is is a

lso th
e tru

e R
u

le a
ccord

in
g u

n
to w

h
ich

 a
ll ou

r
a

ction
s a

re to h
e squ

a
red

.
T

h
is h

a
th

 th
e p

ro
-em

in
en

ce b
efo

re a
n

y
 W

ritin
g
,

S
crip

tu
re, D

octrin
e, or a

n
yth

in
g else th

a
t w

e m
eet from

w
ith

ou
t. W

e a
re b

orn
 in

to th
e w

orld
, a

n
d
 b

rou
gh

t u
p
 a

s every

T
h

is is th
e on

e a
n

d
 first

th
in

g
 n

ecessa
ry

.
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u
p
righ

t or p
ru

d
en

t soever a m
an

 goes to w
ork

 in
 th

is m
atter,

h
e n

everth
eless fin

d
s h

im
self lia

b
le to m

islea
d
, or to b

e
m

isled
.

B
u

t a
lth

o
u

g
h

 th
e ca

se b
e th

u
s w

ith
 w

o
rd

s a
n

d
d
iscou

rses a
t p

resen
t in

 u
se, yet for a

ll th
a
t, th

ey a
re th

e
m

ost rea
d
y, a

n
d
 so fa

r a
s I k

n
ow

, th
e fittest m

ea
n

s to m
a
k
e

k
n

ow
n

 a
ll ou

r th
ou

gh
ts u

n
to oth

ers b
y: A

n
d
 for th

is rea
son

th
erefore, th

ou
gh

 so m
u

ch
 con

fu
sion

 a
n

d
 d

eceit h
a
p
p
en

s to
arise from

 h
en

ce, th
at n

o m
an

 th
at h

ath
 b

u
t an

y exp
erien

ce,
ca

n
 b

e ign
ora

n
t th

ereof: yet m
a
y w

e n
ot (th

erefore) b
e too

m
u

c
h

 a
fra

id
 o

f th
e
m

 n
e
ith

e
r, a

s
 m

a
n

y
 d

o
 m

a
n

ife
s
t

th
em

selves to b
e, w

h
o b

eca
u

se th
ey h

a
ve som

e exp
erien

ce
h

ereof, a
re a

p
t to b

elieve w
e a

re a
b
ou

t to d
eceive th

em
,

esp
ecia

lly if th
ey b

e b
u

t forew
a
rn

ed
 th

ereof.
T
h

is, a
s in

 m
a
n

y th
in

gs, so it h
a
th

 ch
iefly ta

k
en

 p
la

ce
in

 th
a
t w

h
ich

 is com
m

on
ly esteem

ed
 for R

eligion
: In

 w
h

ich
’tis so w

ith
 m

ost m
en

, th
a
t th

ey w
ill sca

rce give a
u

d
ien

ce to,
m

u
ch

 less ta
k
e in

to con
sid

era
tion

 a
n

y th
in

g h
eld

 forth
 u

n
to

th
em

 b
y an

y w
h

om
 th

ey ju
d
ge n

ot to b
e of th

eir ow
n

 op
in

ion
,

to a
void

 a
s th

ey im
a
gin

e, b
ein

g th
ereb

y d
elu

d
ed

.
Y

et if th
ey w

ere th
u

s tow
a
rd

s th
eir ow

n
 P

a
rty, w

e m
igh

t
th

in
k
 it w

a
s a

n
 a

ct of p
ru

d
en

ce, a
n

d
 th

a
t th

ey w
ou

ld
 see

w
ith

 th
eir ow

n
 eyes: B

u
t n

o, in
 n

o w
ise,

th
is is to

o
 h

a
rd

 a
 ta

sk
: w

h
a
tso

ever
com

eth
 on

 th
a
t sid

e, is received
 w

ith
su

ch
 p

a
rtia

lity for good
 a

n
d
 cu

rren
t

C
oyn

e, a
s if th

ere w
ere n

o d
a
n

ger n
or p

ossib
ility of errin

g:
w

h
erea

s n
everth

eless it is a
ll a

lik
e w

ith
 th

e on
e a

s w
ith

 th
e

oth
er op

in
ion

. It a
ll d

ep
en

d
s b

u
t u

p
on

 a
 p

ossib
ility of b

ein
g

n
ea

rest to th
e T

ru
th

: a
n

d
 for th

e u
p
h

old
in

g every on
e h

is
ow

n
 op

in
ion

, a
n

d
 d

efen
d
in

g a
ga

in
st oth

ers, th
ere’s so m

u
ch

a
d
o, so m

u
ch

 p
a
in

s ta
k
en

, so m
u

ch
 S

ch
ola

stic L
ea

rn
in

g,
stu

d
y an

d
 d

isp
u

tin
g, th

at on
e w

ou
ld

 rath
er b

elieve th
at th

ere
w

ere n
o tru

e R
eligion

 a
t a

ll, th
en

 th
a
t th

is sh
ou

ld
 n

eed
s b

e
it.

F
ea

r a
n

d
 P

a
rtia

lity
a

re a
 sn

a
re to m

ost
m

en
.
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con
tin

u
a
l w

ork
, ‘tw

ere im
p
ossib

le th
eir la

b
ou

r sh
ou

ld
 b

e

fru
itless, for p

eop
le k

n
ow

in
g b

etter, w
ou

ld
 b

etter d
o. W

h
o

rem
em

b
ers n

ot ou
r you

th
, h

ow
 m

u
ch

w
e w

ere in
 love th

erew
ith

, a
n

d
 yet h

ow
rid

icu
lou

s is it n
ow

 u
n

to u
s b

u
t to th

in
k

u
p
on

 it? A
n

d
 w

h
y? B

eca
u

se w
e n

ow
k
n

ow
 th

a
t w

h
ich

 w
e ju

d
ge b

etter: H
ereh

en
ce, n

ot b
y force,

b
u

t very ligh
tly, a

n
d
 of it self, th

ey ca
m

e from
 tim

e to tim
e

to b
e w

orn
 ou

t; a
n

d
 p

a
ss a

w
a
y, th

a
t th

ere’s n
ow

 n
o d

esire
n

or m
otion

 m
ovin

g th
ereu

n
to. H

ow
 m

a
y w

e th
in

k
 th

en
 it

w
ou

ld
 b

e, if th
e S

p
irit ca

m
e b

u
t on

ce to
a
p
p
reh

en
d
 th

ose th
in

gs a
righ

t w
h

ich
in

fin
itely tra

n
scen

d
 a

ll b
od

ily toyes in
w

o
rth

?
 

w
h

ic
h

 
a

re
 

d
u

ra
b

le
 

a
n

d
u

n
corru

p
tib

le. S
o fa

r a
s th

ese toyes
th

en
 sh

ou
ld

 com
e to b

e esteem
ed

 m
ore gloriou

s th
en

 a
ll

b
od

ily th
in

gs, so m
u

ch
 th

e m
ore p

ow
erfu

l w
ou

ld
 b

e th
e

a
n

n
ih

ila
tion

 of th
ose th

in
gs in

 w
h

ich
 a

ll m
en

, even
 to old

a
ge, yea

, d
ea

th
 it self d

o ta
k
e so m

u
ch

 d
eligh

t, a
n

d
 th

en
 w

e
m

igh
t h

op
e a

n
d
 exp

ect th
a
t th

ose th
in

gs w
h

ich
 a

re (in
d
eed

)
a
lon

e w
orth

y to b
e k

n
ow

n
 w

ou
ld

 ga
in

 en
tra

n
ce, &

 b
ein

g
b
rou

gh
t forth

 in
 th

e L
igh

t, w
ou

ld
 b

e also ow
n

ed
 an

d
 received

b
y every on

e, accord
in

g to th
e m

easu
re in

 w
h

ich
 th

ey sh
ou

ld
sta

n
d
 in

 th
e sa

m
e L

igh
t.

H
en

ce from
 w

ith
in

, th
e a

m
en

d
m

en
t a

n
d
 con

version
 is

to b
e w

aited
 for, from

 w
ith

in
 it m

u
st b

egin
, if w

ith
 fou

n
d
ation

,
th

e ou
tw

a
rd

 th
en

 w
ill follow

 of it self:
T

h
e w

ea
k

est m
u

st g
ive w

a
y
 to

 th
e

stro
n

gest, a
ll d

ep
en

d
s b

u
t u

p
o
n

 th
e

k
n

ow
led

ge of som
eth

in
g b

etter, to m
a
k
e

a
 tru

e a
n

d
 la

stin
g ch

a
n

ge. T
h

erefore to
h

old
 th

is forth
 to m

en
, is th

e b
est th

in
g w

e ca
n

 give th
em

.
T
h

is L
igh

t is th
e in

w
a

rd
 ea

r b
y
 w

h
ich

 a
lon

e, a
n

d
 b

y
 n

o
oth

er, th
e voice of G

od
 th

a
t is th

e T
ru

th
, ca

n
 h

e h
ea

rd
.

T
h

e
 J

u
d

g
e
m

e
n

t b
e
in

g
a

m
en

d
ed

, th
e w

ill a
n

d
a

ffection
s m

u
st follow

.

If y
ou

 k
n

ow
 th

e tru
th

,
th

e
 tru

th
 s

h
a

ll m
a

k
e

y
ou

 free, sa
ith

 C
h

rist.

N
o m

a
n

 w
ill p

a
rt w

ith
w

h
a

t h
e ju

d
ges b

est,
till h

e sees som
eth

in
g

b
e
tte

r, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 h
e

n
eed

 n
ot b

e forced
.
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S
eein

g th
en

 ’tis th
u

s a
t p

resen
t, ca

n
 w

e m
u

ch
 b

la
m

e

th
e com

m
on

 p
eop

le, th
a
t th

ey d
esp

a
ir of ever b

ein
g a

b
le to

trim
 u

p
 th

is h
u

rt, a
n

d
 a

re gla
d
 w

h
en

 th
ey ca

n
 b

u
t fin

d
 a

n
y

th
a
t a

re greed
y of th

e W
ork

, u
p
on

 w
h

om
 th

ey m
a
y ca

st th
e

w
h

ole b
u

rth
en

? S
u

rely n
o: for h

e th
a
t sees b

u
t a

 little clea
rly

sees, th
a
t th

ere’s a
lw

a
ys con

ten
tion

 b
eh

in
d
, a

n
d
 n

o en
d
 till

a
 m

a
n

 grow
s w

ea
ry of it: N

or is th
e C

on
q
u

est ju
st h

is th
a
t

h
ath

 T
ru

th
, b

u
t th

at can
 b

est h
an

d
le h

is T
on

gu
e. A

 m
iserab

le
th

in
g if it w

ere th
is to b

e fou
gh

t a
n

d
 fou

n
d
! B

u
t it is n

ot so
w

ith
 th

e tru
e R

eligion
.

G
o to th

en
, O

 m
a
n

, w
h

o ever th
ou

 a
rt, w

e w
ill n

ot d
ra

w
th

ee off from
 on

e h
ea

p
 of m

en
, to ca

rry th
ee over u

n
to

a
n

oth
er, ’tis som

ew
h

a
t else w

e in
vite th

ee to. L
en

d
 u

s b
u

t a
little a

u
d
ien

ce: S
u

rely th
ou

 k
n

ow
est th

u
s m

u
ch

. T
h

a
t a

s it
is a

n
 extrem

ity to receive a
ll th

in
gs w

ith
ou

t d
istin

ction
, th

a
t

p
resen

t th
em

selves to u
s, so ’tis n

o less to reject a
ll th

in
gs

w
ith

ou
t ju

d
gem

en
t. W

e in
vite th

ee to som
eth

in
g w

h
ich

 m
a
y

b
e m

ea
n

s to a
tta

in
 to th

y ow
n

 sa
lva

tion
 a

n
d
 w

ell-b
ein

g: B
e

a
s d

istru
stfu

l, or ra
th

er p
ru

d
en

t or foresigh
ted

 a
s th

ou
 w

ilt,
th

o
u

 c
a

n
s
t n

o
t in

 re
a

s
o
n

refu
se u

s th
y ear in

 th
is th

in
g:

A
ll th

e d
a
m

a
ge th

o
u

 ca
n

st
p
ossib

ly h
a
ve b

y d
oin

g th
a
t

w
h

ich
 w

e exh
ort th

ee to, is on
ly to h

a
ve ta

k
en

 a
 little p

a
in

 in
va

in
, if th

a
t w

h
ich

 is p
rom

ised
 sh

ou
ld

 n
ot en

su
e: W

h
erea

s
on

 th
e con

tra
ry; sh

ou
ld

 it follow
, th

ou
 m

igh
test com

e to th
e

en
joym

en
t of a

 m
a
tter of so grea

t a
 w

orth
, th

a
t w

ou
ld

 n
ot b

e
ex

ch
a
n

g
ed

 fo
r a

ll th
a
t’s esteem

ed
 g

rea
t in

 th
e ea

rth
.

M
oreover, ’tis n

ot fa
r to seek

, b
u

t a
t h

a
n

d
; ‘tis n

igh
 th

ee, yea
a
n

d
 in

 th
y self. A

n
d
 th

ere th
ou

 m
a

y
est exp

erien
ce th

e tria
l

of th
a
t w

h
ich

 w
e d

ecla
re, w

h
ich

 is th
e m

ost certa
in

 a
n

d
 su

re
th

a
t ca

n
 b

e d
esired

.
W

e d
irect th

ee th
en

 to w
ith

in
 th

yself, th
a
t is, th

a
t th

ou
ou

gh
test to tu

rn
 in

to, to m
in

d
 a

n
d
 h

a
ve rega

rd
 u

n
to th

a
t

‘T
is little w

orth
 th

a
t is n

ot w
orth

th
e tria

l: T
h

e loss is little, th
e ga

in
m

a
y

 b
e in

va
lu

a
b

le.
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A
n

d
 th

is ca
u

se m
u

st h
a
ve in

 it w
h

a
tsoever th

e effect

p
rod

u
ced

 h
a
th

 in
 it: A

s for exa
m

p
le:

W
h

ere a
n

y
 see, th

ere m
u

st n
eed

s b
e

L
IG

H
T

, if th
e

 e
ffe

ct o
f L

ig
h

t b
e

p
rod

u
ced

, L
igh

t m
u

st d
o it, a

n
d

 n
oth

in
g else.

A
n

d
 th

erefore, is it n
ot a

 silly th
in

g th
a
t a

ll m
en

 w
ou

ld
h

a
ve p

eop
le d

o th
is or th

a
t a

s good
, a

n
d
 lea

ve th
is or th

a
t a

s
evil, b

eca
u

se th
ey tell th

em
 so, w

ith
ou

t a
n

y m
ore a

d
o, or a

t
b
est a

ssign
in

g on
ly th

e a
ccu

stom
a
ry m

otives w
h

erefore, &
th

in
k
 th

ey h
a
ve rea

son
 [to], ju

st a
s th

is w
ere en

ou
gh

? W
h

o
ca

n
 see su

ch
 effects a

re h
ereb

y req
u

ired
, in

clu
d
ed

 in
 th

is
C

a
u

se? N
ot I, for m

y p
a
rt.

E
xp

erien
ce a

lso tea
ch

eth
 u

s th
e sa

m
e; else h

ow
 cou

ld
it a

ll p
a
ss a

w
a
y in

 a
 tra

in
 a

n
d
 cu

stom
, w

ith
ou

t a
n

y fru
it?

T
h

ese a
re th

erefore n
ot th

e righ
t m

ea
n

s:
B

u
t su

ch
 w

e m
u

st en
d
ea

vor to fu
rn

ish
p
eop

le w
ith

, M
ea

n
s from

 w
h

en
ce P

ow
er

m
a
y issu

e forth
 to d

o th
a
t w

h
ich

 th
ey a

re
exh

orted
 to. S

u
ch

 is th
e n

a
tu

re of m
a
n

, th
a
t h

e is forced
 to

ch
u

se th
a
t w

h
ich

 h
e ju

d
geth

 to b
e b

est, b
efore th

e w
orst,

a
n

d
 is a

lw
a
ys w

illin
g to ch

a
n

ge for th
e b

est.
N

ow
 if it so h

ap
p
en

s (as for th
e m

ost
p
a
rt it d

oth
) th

a
t a

 m
a
n

 ch
u

seth
 th

e
w

orst b
efore th

e b
est, ’tis for th

e w
a
n

t of
k
n

ow
led

ge, a
n

d
 con

tra
ry to h

is a
im

, a
n

d
so h

e erreth
, n

ot b
ein

g led
 b

y th
e tru

e L
igh

t.
H

ere th
en

 it sh
ou

ld
 b

e b
egu

n
, ’tis ea

sie lea
d
in

g of a
m

a
n

 to th
a
t w

h
ich

 of h
im

self h
e is d

esirou
s of: If th

ose n
ow

w
h

o m
a
k
e it th

eir W
ork

 to tea
ch

 oth
ers, w

ere b
u

t L
ea

d
th

em
selves b

y
 th

e tru
e L

igh
t, k

n
ow

in
g

b
etter th

in
gs [th

a
n

] th
ose to w

h
ich

 th
e

m
u

ltitu
d
e a

re lin
k
’t so fa

st w
ith

 love,
th

ey w
ou

ld
 b

e a
b
le to h

old
 th

em
 forth

clea
rly to oth

ers: A
n

d
 so m

a
k
in

g it th
eir W

h
e
re

 a
n

y
 s

e
e
 th

e
re

m
u

st n
eed

s b
e L

IG
H

T
.

’T
is

 fo
lly

 to
 e

x
p

e
ct

e
ffe

c
ts

 
fro

m
 

u
n

-
su

ita
b

le M
ea

n
s.

N
o
 m

a
n

 w
ittin

g
ly

ch
u

s
e

th
 
h

is
 
o

w
n

h
a

rm
, 

b
u

t 
b

e
in

g
b

lin
d

e
d

.

T
h

erefore to u
n

d
eceive

th
e
 ju

d
g

e
m

e
n

t is
 th

e
first step

.
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w
h

ich
 is w

ith
in

 th
ee, to w

it, T
h

e L
igh

t of T
ru

th
, th

e tru
e L

igh
t

w
h

ich
 en

ligh
ten

 every
 m

a
n

 th
a

t com
eth

 in
to th

e w
orld

. H
ere

’tis th
a
t th

ou
 m

u
st b

e, a
n

d
 n

ot w
ith

ou
t th

ee. H
ere th

ou
sh

a
lt fin

d
 a

 P
rin

cip
le certa

in
 a

n
d

in
fallib

le, an
d
 w

h
ereb

y in
creasin

g an
d

go
in

g o
n

 th
erein

, th
o
u

 m
a
yest a

t
len

gth
 a

rrive u
n

to a
 h

a
p
p
y con

d
ition

: O
f th

is th
ou

 m
a
yest

h
igh

ly ad
ven

tu
re th

e tryal. B
u

t if th
ou

 d
u

rst n
ot d

o so m
u

ch
,

’tis h
a
rd

 to h
elp

 th
ee. A

n
d
 if th

ou
 h

a
p
p
en

est to b
e on

e of
th

ose th
a
t w

ou
ld

st k
n

ow
 a

ll th
in

gs, b
efore th

ou
 d

ost b
egin

,
y
ea

, even
 th

o
se th

in
g
s w

h
ich

 a
re

exp
erien

ced
 in

 a
 con

d
ition

 to w
h

ich
th

o
u

 a
rt so

 m
u

ch
 a

 stra
n

ger, th
a
t

th
ere’s n

oth
in

g in
 th

ee h
a
th

 so m
u

ch
agreem

en
t th

erew
ith

, as to com
p
reh

en
d
 it accord

in
g to tru

th
:

K
n

ow
 th

is, T
h

ou
 d

ost (th
erein

) ju
st as th

ose th
at w

ou
ld

 learn
to R

ea
d
, w

ith
ou

t k
n

ow
in

g th
e L

etters.
T
o d

esire to k
n

ow
 a

ll th
in

gs th
a
t w

e a
re ca

p
a
b
le of, is

good
 a

n
d
 la

u
d
a
b
le: B

u
t to go fu

rth
er, is folly. T

h
ere w

ill b
e

a
lw

a
yes som

eth
in

g else to a
sk

, a
n

d
 ou

r k
n

ow
led

ge w
ill ever

b
e too sh

ort. H
e th

a
t w

ill n
ot a

d
ven

tu
re till h

e b
e fu

lly
sa

tisfied
, sh

a
ll n

ever b
egin

, m
u

ch
 less fin

ish
 it to h

is ow
n

sa
lva

tion
.

B
u

t w
e ju

d
ge it n

eed
fu

l (a
s m

u
ch

 in
 u

s lyes) to op
en

u
n

to you
 th

a
t u

n
to w

h
ich

 w
e d

o exh
ort you

, th
a
t p

eop
le

m
a
y u

n
d
ersta

n
d
 w

h
a
t it p

rop
erly is.

W
e sa

y th
en

, T
h

a
t w

e exh
ort every on

e to tu
rn

 in
to th

e
L
igh

t, th
at’s in

 h
im

 (W
e give it rath

er th
e ap

p
ellation

 of L
igh

t,
th

a
n

 a
n

y th
in

g else, oth
erw

ise it’s a
ll

on
e to u

s w
h

eth
er ye ca

ll it, C
h

rist,
th

e S
p
irit, th

e W
ord

, &
c. seein

g th
ese

a
ll d

en
o
te b

u
t o

n
e a

n
d

 th
e sa

m
e

th
in

g): Y
et th

e w
ord

 L
igh

t b
ein

g in
 all its n

atu
ral sign

ification
som

ew
h

a
t else th

en
 th

a
t w

h
ich

 w
e in

ten
d
 th

ereb
y, w

e sh
a
ll

‘T
is

 h
a

rd
 h

e
lp

in
g

 h
im

th
a

t d
u

rst n
ot try

.

M
a

n
y

 d
esire to k

n
ow

 a
ll

th
in

g
s

, 
b

u
t 

fe
w

 
to

exp
erien

ce a
n

y
 th

in
g.

‘T
is

 n
o
t th

e
 N

a
m

e
, b

u
t

th
e
 N

a
tu

re
, v

irtu
e
 a

n
d

S
u

b
sta

n
ce w

e sta
n

d
 for.
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give w
a
y u

n
to th

e oth
er, a

n
d
 th

a
t w

h
ich

 is m
ost p

ow
erfu

l

p
reva

ils: from
 w

h
en

ce a
lso th

e effects th
ereof b

ecom
e m

ost
visib

le. T
h

e L
IG

H
T
 n

otw
ith

stan
d
in

g, ab
id

es alw
ays th

e sam
e,

&
 th

erefore alth
ou

gh
 m

an
 b

y sin
, th

rou
gh

 h
is love an

d
 u

n
ion

to corru
p
tib

le th
in

gs, com
es to p

erish
, b

e d
a
m

n
ed

, a
n

d
 m

iss
of h

is everla
stin

g h
a
p
p
in

ess, th
e L

igh
t n

everth
eless w

h
ich

is in
 every m

a
n

 th
a
t com

es in
to th

e W
orld

, a
b
id

es forever
u

n
ch

a
n

gea
b
le.

T
h

e L
igh

t is a
lso th

e first P
rin

cip
le of

R
eligion

. F
or seein

g th
ere ca

n
 b

e n
o tru

e
R

eligion
 w

ith
ou

t th
e k

n
ow

led
ge of G

od
, an

d
n

o
 k

n
o
w

led
ge o

f G
o
d

 w
ith

o
u

t th
is L

ig
h

t, R
eligio

n
 m

u
st

n
ecessa

rily h
a
ve th

is L
igh

t for its first P
rin

cip
le.

G
od

 b
ein

g th
en

 k
n

ow
n

 b
y th

is L
igh

t a
ccord

in
g to th

e
m

ea
su

re of k
n

ow
led

ge w
h

ich
 th

e fin
ite &

 circu
m

scrib
ed

C
rea

tu
re ca

n
 h

a
ve o

f th
e In

fin
ite a

n
d

U
n

circu
m

scrip
tib

le C
rea

to
r, m

a
n

 h
a
th

ob
ta

in
ed

 a
 firm

 F
ou

n
d

a
tion

, u
p
on

 w
h

ich
 h

e
m

a
y b

u
ild

 a
ll firm

 a
n

d
 la

stin
g th

in
gs: A

P
rin

cip
le w

h
ereb

y h
e m

a
y w

ith
o
u

t ever
errin

g, gu
id

e th
e w

h
ole cou

rse of h
is life, h

ow
 h

e is to ca
rry

h
im

self tow
a
rd

s G
od

, h
is N

eigh
b
or, a

n
d
 h

im
self, a

n
d
 a

ll
th

in
gs else, w

h
ereb

y h
e m

a
y h

a
p
p
ily a

tta
in

 u
n

to h
is ch

iefest
salvation

, w
h

ich
 con

sisteth
 on

ly in
 U

n
ion

 w
ith

 G
od

. A
n

d
 th

u
s

th
is L

igh
t is th

erefore th
e first P

rin
cip

le of R
eligion

.
W

ith
ou

t th
is L

igh
t, th

ere is n
o p

ow
er or a

b
ility

 a
t a

ll in
m

a
n

 to d
o a

n
y
 good

.
T

h
is

 m
u

s
t firs

t ra
is

e
 h

im
 a

n
d

q
u

ick
en

 h
im

 ou
t of th

e d
ea

th
 of sin

. ’T
is

folly to exp
ect a

n
yth

in
g, w

h
ere n

oth
in

g
is, th

ere’s n
o effect w

ith
ou

t a cau
se: T

h
ere

m
u

st b
e so

m
eth

in
g th

en
 w

h
ich

 m
u

st
ca

u
se a

 m
a
n

 to a
ct, if h

e d
oes a

n
yth

in
g.

N
o
 k

n
o
w

le
d

g
e
 o

f
G

o
d

 w
ith

o
u

t th
is

L
ig

h
t

T
h

e
 L

ig
h

t b
e
in

g
fou

n
d

, a
n

d
 G

od
h

ereb
y

 k
n

ow
n

, a
s
u

re
 fo

u
n

d
a

tio
n

is d
iscovered

.

W
h

e
re

 th
e
re

 is
n

oth
in

g to w
ork

,
th

e
re

 
n

o
th

in
g

ca
n

 b
e w

rou
gh

t.
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th
erefore in

 b
rief en

d
ea

vou
r clea

rly to exp
ress w

h
a
t w

e
in

ten
d
 u

n
d
er th

is d
en

om
in

a
tion

.

T
h

e L
igh

t (th
en

 w
e sa

y) is a
 clea

r a
n

d
 d

istin
ct k

n
ow

led
ge

o
f tru

th
 in

 th
e
 u

n
d

e
rs

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

f
e

v
e

ry
 m

a
n

, b
y

 w
h

ich
 h

e
 is

 s
o

con
vin

ced
 of th

e B
ein

g a
n

d
 Q

u
a

lity
of th

in
gs, th

a
t h

e ca
n

n
ot p

ossib
ly

 d
ou

b
t th

ereof.
F

rom
 th

is d
efin

ition
 w

h
ich

 is h
ere given

 of th
e L

igh
t,

’tis clea
r, th

a
t it m

u
st n

eed
s com

p
reh

en
d
 in

 it th
e p

rin
cip

a
l

effect of sh
ow

in
g u

s, a
n

d
 givin

g u
s th

e k
n

ow
led

ge of w
h

a
t’s

T
ru

th
 a

n
d
 F

a
lseh

ood
, w

h
a
t’s good

 a
n

d
 evil: w

h
ich

 verily is a
m

a
tter of so grea

t con
cern

m
en

t, th
a
t w

ith
ou

t it m
en

 m
u

st
n

eed
s sw

erve u
p
 a

n
d
 d

ow
n

 in
 con

tin
u

a
l d

a
rk

n
ess, op

in
ion

a
n

d
 sin

, n
eith

er k
n

ow
in

g tru
th

 a
t a

ll, n
or d

oin
g a

n
y good

,
b
u

t grop
in

gly, b
y h

a
p
h

a
za

rd
 w

ith
ou

t a
n

y certa
in

ty.
T
h

is L
igh

t th
en

, C
h

rist th
e T

ru
th

, &
c. is th

a
t w

h
ich

 m
a

k
es

m
a

n
ifest a

n
d

 rep
roves sin

 in
 m

a
n

, sh
ew

in
g h

im
 h

ow
 h

e h
a

s
stra

y
ed

 from
 G

od
, a

ccu
seth

 h
im

 of th
e evil w

h
ich

 h
e d

oth
 a

n
d

h
a

th
 com

m
itted

; y
ea

 th
is is it w

h
ich

 ju
d

geth
 a

n
d

 con
d

em
eth

h
im

: A
ga

in
,

T
h

is is th
e p

rea
ch

in
g to every

 C
rea

tu
re u

n
d

er H
ea

ven
,

th
o
u

g
h

 th
e
y

 h
a

v
e
 n

e
v
e
r re

a
d

 o
r

h
ea

rd
 of th

e S
crip

tu
re. T

h
is is it

w
h

ich
 lea

d
s m

a
n

 in
to tru

th
, in

to th
e

w
a

y
 to G

od
, w

h
ich

 excu
seth

 h
im

 in
w

ell-d
oin

g, givin
g h

im
 p

ea
ce in

 h
is C

on
scien

ce, y
ea

, b
rin

gs
h

im
 in

to u
n

ion
 w

ith
 G

od
, w

h
erein

 a
ll h

a
p
p
in

ess a
n

d
 sa

lva
tion

d
oth

 con
sist.

M
oreover, seein

g it is p
rop

erly th
e n

a
tu

re of th
is L

igh
t

in
fa

llib
ly to d

iscover sin
 a

n
d
 evil, to rep

rove a
n

d
 con

vin
ce

th
ereof: it ca

n
 n

ever p
ossib

ly
 con

sen
t th

ereu
n

to. A
n

d
 alth

ou
gh

it b
e tru

e in
d
eed

, T
h

a
t th

e op
era

tion
s of th

e L
igh

t a
re n

ot in
a
ll m

en
 a

lik
e p

ow
erfu

l, in
 w

h
om

 it is n
everth

eless: yea
,

(th
ou

gh
) in

 som
e m

en
 (it) seem

s to h
a
ve n

o op
era

tion
 a

t a
ll:

T
h

e L
IG

H
T

 a
s to m

a
n

, w
h

a
t

it is, d
efin

ed
.

T
h

e n
a

tu
re a

n
d

 op
era

tion
 of

th
e

 
L

ig
h

t 
is

 
to

 
m

a
k

e
m

a
n

ifest, a
n

d
 to d

iscover.
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Y
et th

is is occa
sion

ed
 on

ly b
y th

ose im
p
ed

im
en

ts th
a
t d

o

h
in

d
er it: F

or as th
e n

a
tu

ra
l ligh

t b
y th

e in
terp

osition
 of oth

er
b
od

ies or covers, m
a
y b

e h
in

d
ered

from
 h

avin
g its op

eration
 th

ere w
h

ere
else it w

o
u

ld
, w

ere th
o
se th

in
g
s

w
h

ich
 im

p
ed

e, rem
oved

, th
e L

igh
t (it

self) still a
b
id

in
g in

 its self u
n

ch
a
n

ged
: E

ven
 so it is a

lso
w

ith
 th

is L
ig

h
t w

h
ereo

f w
e sp

ea
k

. T
h

e lets in
 th

is a
re

m
a
n

ifold
. A

ll w
h

a
tsoever w

e m
eet in

 th
is w

orld
, seem

s to
p
rocla

im
 w

a
r in

 th
is ca

se. W
h

a
t is th

ere th
a
t h

a
th

 n
o[t] a

p
ow

erfu
l op

era
tion

 u
p
on

 on
e or oth

er of th
e S

en
ces of m

a
n

,
th

rou
gh

 w
h

ich
 p

a
ssin

g over in
to th

e sou
l, th

e m
em

ory is so
filled

, th
a
t n

oth
in

g else ca
n

 en
ter[?] T

h
e eyes a

n
d
 ea

rs sta
n

d
so p

erp
etu

a
lly op

en
 to a

ll th
in

gs, th
a
t th

ey n
ever w

a
n

t a
n

o
b

je
c
t 

to
 

b
rin

g
 

to
 

m
in

d
 

th
e

exp
erien

ce of th
at w

h
ich

 p
leased

 th
e

b
od

y so w
ell. A

n
d
 th

is stirs u
p
 th

e
d
esire to en

joy it, yet a
ll w

ith
ou

t
fascin

ation
: T

h
e ob

jects are m
u

ltifariou
s, th

e en
joym

en
t can

b
e b

u
t sin

gle a
n

d
 tra

n
sien

t a
n

d
 th

e ca
u

ses in
cessa

n
t.

N
ow

 w
h

ere th
is op

era
teth

 in
 u

s a
fter th

is m
a
n

n
er b

y
ed

u
ca

tion
 a

n
d
 exa

m
p
le in

 m
a
n

n
ers a

n
d
 cu

stom
s w

h
ich

 a
re

regu
la

ted
 b

y O
p
in

ion
, a

n
d
 n

ot b
y th

e tru
e L

igh
t, th

a
t m

en
live a

ltogeth
er th

erein
, is it a

n
y w

on
d
er th

a
t h

ere (in
 th

ese
m

en
) th

ere is so little, or n
o op

era
tion

 of th
e L

igh
t? N

ot a
t

a
ll.

W
e a

re so in
volved

 in
to th

e d
esire of th

a
t w

h
ich

 is h
igh

in
 th

e W
orld

, so overw
h

elm
ed

 in
 p

lea
su

res, th
a
t its a

lm
ost

im
p
ossib

le for th
e L

igh
t to ca

u
se on

e d
esire a

fter G
ood

 to
sp

rin
g or b

u
b
b
le u

p
.

W
h

ere th
en

 th
ese so con

tra
ry op

era
tion

s to th
e L

igh
t

a
re, th

ere it ca
n

 n
ever b

rea
k
 th

rou
gh

.
A

ccord
in

g to th
e n

a
tu

re a
n

d
 k

in
d
 of everyth

in
g is th

e
op

era
tion

 th
ereof: W

h
ere th

ey a
re op

p
osite, th

e on
e m

u
st

T
h

e
 

S
u

n
, 

th
o

u
g

h
 

o
ft

d
a

rk
n

ed
 a

s to u
s, y

et is
a

lw
a

y
s th

e sa
m

e in
 itself.

S
o th

e tru
e L

igh
t

N
o w

on
d

er th
e L

ig
h

t is
n

o
 m

o
re

 k
n

o
w

n
, w

h
ile

th
e d

a
rn

ess is so m
u

ch
lo

v
e
d

.


